
xsign here
Article by Kitty Bartell    
Photography by M.Kat

rowing up, Catherine Shanahan’s mom said she should become a therapist. Friends came to 
her for advice, and much like her mother and grandmother, she was known to be a particularly 
good judge of character—rather an old soul. However, as far as career choices, she didn’t 

even come close to her mother’s aspirations. Licensed in Pennsylvania as a Financial Advisor in 
1988, Shanahan married, raised five children, worked part time in the financial sector, and when 
her marriage ended 23 years later in divorce, her attorney asked her a question that ultimately 
brought Shanahan full circle.

“My attorney asked me if I had ever heard of a certified divorce financial analyst,” Shanahan 
said. “When I said no, he said ‘After interviewing you for your own case, I think you’d be really 
good at it.’ I went home and looked it up and thought, this is exactly what I need to do. During my 
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